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BUDGET CUTS MEAN ABANDONMENT OF NAVAJO PROGRAM, UNLESS RESTORED 


As we write this news-letter, delegates from the Navajo Tribal Council are 
pleading with Congress not to destroy the Navajo rehabilitation program. Members 
of this Association hardly need to be reminded how that program came into being. 
Discussed for several years, it was worked out by the Navajo Tribe, the local Indian 
Service, the friends of the Navajos, and the Department of the Interior. It was 
carefully examined and reworked in many details in Congress, and authorized by 
Congress in April, 1950. It had the support of the nation. Never were Indians 
given more reason to believe that a promise would be kept; that at last they were 
to have the help they desperately need if they are to become self-supporting. 


For the fiscal years 1951 and 1952, congressional cuts in the Indian appro- 
priations and the Indian Bureau's distribution of those cuts kept the rehabilitation 
program in agonizingly slow motion. This year, at last, the Bureau of the Budget 
permitted a request for $20,394,000 -- enough to make up for the two partially lost 
years and get the ten-year program going full speed. The House of Representatives 
threw out all of this amount except $2,482,500 for soil and moisture conservation. 
If the Senate will not restore the appropriation, and see that it stays in, the 
rehabilitation program is dead. 


16,000 Navajo children have no school to go to. Thousands of children under 
twelve are able to attend school only because they sleep in schoolhouse corridors, 
on cots set up in class-rooms, or in unsanitary, fire-trap shacks built by their 
parents, determined at all costs to get an education for their youngsters. Disease, 
above all tuberculosis, rages across that vast, harsh, arid, roadless country. Great 
areas of potential farming land lie crying for development. 


Above all, thousands of human beings, intelligent, self-respecting, yearning 
only for the chance to make their own way alongside of their fellow-Americans, are 
going to waste. 


The matter is now before the Senate Sub-Committee on Appropriations. I myself 
testified before the Sub-Committee on this matter, and received some encouragement 
from its attitude. If the appropriation is to be restored, if we are to show that 
just once we can keep a promise to the Navajos, not only must the Senate vote it, 
but its conferees must persuade the House members of the conference committee to 
accept the restoration. Those of our members who care to make their views known to 
their senators, or to the members of the Appropriations Committee, will be rendering 
the Navajos a real, direct service. 





PAPAGO REHABILITATION AT A STANDSTILL 


Four years ago, the Papago people drew up a plan of self-help that was approved 
by officials and experts. After a three-year delay, the needed funds were included in 
the Budget for 1952-53. These appropriations, including funds for reconstruction of 
a hospital burned down more than two years ago, have been cut from the Appropriation 
Bill. The Papago people appeal to us to help them get the means of self-help that is 
rightfully theirs. The Papago program should be restored to the Appropriations Bill. 


CONFERENCE ASSESSES INDIAN ASSIMILATION TRENDS 


The Association's Institute on American Indian Assimilation, held in Washington 
May 8-l10th, was a huge success. It brought in, to debate with non-Indian scientists, 
officials, and workers in Indian fields, an unusually large number of very able Indian 
leaders. The result was stimulating to all concerned, and most instructive to the 
non-Indians. The Indians planted in the minds of the rest a new distrust of the very 
word "assimilation," as they demonstrated, both in debate and in their own persons, 
that one need not be entirely assimilated to be extremely competent. 


Following upon the successful, impressive appearance of Indian leaders at the 
Secretary of the Interior's hearings on attorney contract regulations last January, 
the Institute proves the rightness of our policy of bringing Indians from all over 
the country together with each other and with non-Indians. Indian self-confidence, 
respect for Indians, and a general increase in mutual understanding are results as 
important as decisions or understandings reached in the conference itself. 


Those who attended urged that summary reports be made and issued promptly, and 
that we will try to do. In the meantime, I can report as my own strong impression 
that common understanding was reached on a number of important points. 


It was overwhelmingly felt that the type of integration that will enable Indian 
groups to achieve and maintain good economic and health standards is necessary and de- 
sirable. But it was also agreed that Indian people can make the needed economic ad- 
justments, and that many groups, like the San Carlos Apaches and a number of the 
Pueblos, are making them, without giving up their deeper Indian traditions and values. 


I came away with a new faith in the value of human diversity, and with a new 
sense of commitment to help our Indian fellow-citizens retain as they may wish what 
is right and good in their ways of thinking and liydng. 
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Count me as a supporter of this effort to ensure that our country acts fairly 
in its dealings with the American Indians. 

I enclose my contribution of $ to the American Indian Fund. 
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